Nmeteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time — August 9, 2026

After he had fed the people, Jesus made the
disciples get into a boat and precede him to
the other side, while he dismissed the
crowds.After doing so, he went up on the
mountain by himself to pray. When it was
evening he was there alone. Meanwhile the
boat, already a few miles offshore,was being
tossed about by the waves, for the wind was
against it. During the fourth watch of the night,he came toward them
walking on the sea. When the disciples saw him walking on the sea
they were terrified. “It is a ghost,” they said, and they cried out in fear
At once Jesus spoke to them, “Take courage, it is |; do not be afraid.”
Peter said to him in reply,“Lord, if it is you, command me to come to
you on the water.” He said, “Come.” Peter got out of the boat and
began to walk on the water toward Jesus. But when he saw how strong
the wind was he became frightened; and, beginning to sink, he cried
out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and
caught Peter,and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”
After they got into the boat, the wind died down. Those who were in the
boat did him homage, saying,“Truly, you are the Son of God.”

- : Matthew 14:22-33

The Miracle of Christopher Columbus

In 1502, Christopher Columbus undertook his Fourth
Voyage, which skirted the Yucatan and the Isthmus of
Panama in search of a waterway to the Pacific. This voyage
was full of misfortune for Columbus with sickness, storms,
supply deficits, yet he persevered with the grace of the God
who offered his hand to a drowning and terrified Peter.

The misfortunes, however, became the occasion of a
wondrous prodigy, which saw the pious Admiral (who was a
Third Order Franciscan and deeply devout) work a miracle
which saved his crew from certain destruction. The
following is taken from John O’Kane Murray’s Christopher
Columbus, Part 1 in the “Lives of Catholic Heroes and
Heroines” of America series and is referenced in the letters
of Columbus’s son, Ferdinand, who accompanied his father
on this voyage as a young boy.

“Steering along the coast of Honduras, [Columbus]
reached a cape to which he gave the name Gracias a Dios
in pious thanksgiving for the southerly turn taken by the
land at that point. The east winds, which had hitherto
obstructed him were now favorable to his course along the
coast. The Admiral himself was unable to move, but as it
was Sunday, and the eve of the Feast of the Assumption,
Don Bartholomew [Columbus’s brother] and the captains
and many of the men went ashore to hear Mass. Then
there soon followed a weary struggle against head-winds
and contrary currents, with continual rain and water-spouts,
and such dreadful lightning that death and the end of the
world were in the thoughts of all. Father Alexander, a
Franciscan, the only priest on board, administered the
sacraments to all on the same ship with him, and in the
other vessels the men made their confessions to one
another, and waited for death.

The Admiral recorded that the stoutest hearts quailed,
and that he had never known a tempest so violent and so
long enduring, and that in sixty days they had advanced
only seventy leagues. He felt his own end approaching, and
was distressed to think that he was- directly responsible for
the death of his brother and his- son, whom he had
persuaded to bear him company.

But though they had been pursued by rain, and
storm, and lightning, the greatest danger was now at-
hand. On the 15th of December while the Admiral was still
in bed, and seemingly in his last agony, wild shrieks came
from one of the vessels. The sounds of terror were re-

Cont..echoed from the others. These cries of despair
resounded in the sad but brave soul of the almost dying
Columbus. He opened his eyes. He shuddered. He
struggled on deck. What did he see?

At a certain point the ocean seemed to be agitated by
violent movements It swelled with the waves, which it
attracted to this center, and arose as a single mountain.
Dark clouds descended in the form of a reversed cone, and
stretched themselves down to the whirlpool, which
gradually arose to meet the atmospheric cone. These two
huge forms of cloud and sea suddenly met, and were soon
locked together in the form of a whirling X. “It was one of
these water-spouts,” writes Charlevoix, “which seamen call
fronks, which were then so little known, and which have
since submerged so many vessels.” A sharp, hissing noise
preceded the fatal whiff of this frightful form—then without a
name in our language—now known as the typhoon.

Columbus, who was always greatest in danger, and
equal to any emergency when battling with the unruly
elements, became suddenly re-animated. He saw the
monstrous form approaching. The sea appeared to be
sucked up towards the very sky. What was to be done? It
was a new danger. Art was useless; navigation, powerless;
experience, nothing. To that noble mind, full of a grand and
holy faith, there was yet one resource, and only one. He
would call on God. He had blessed candles at once lighted,
and placed in the lanterns. Though scarcely able to stand,
the venerable Admiral girded his feeble frame with his
sword, over the cord of St. Francis; and hastily seizing the
New Testament, he stood boldly on the prow of his ship,
facing the water spout, which was coming near. He began
to read the Gospel of St. John, trying to raise his voice
above the howling of the awful tempest. When he came to
the expression, “And the Word was made flesh and dwelt
amongst us,” the aged Christian hero commanded the
water-spout to spare the children of God who were laboring
to carry the Cross to the ends of the earth; and, full of faith,
he drew forth his sword and traced in the air the holy sign
which once met the eyes of Constantine, and gave him the
promised victory. The water-spout, which was coming
straight towards the caravels, suddenly appeared to change
its direction, passed between them, and went off bellowing,
to lose itself in the immensity of the Atlantic!

When we come to consider the smallness of the
caravels, and the fearful force of a tropical cyclone, we are
quite justified in feeling that the escape of Columbus and
his crews was nothing short of a miracle. At last, after eight
days’ tossing to and fro, the mouth of a river was gained.
The Admiral named it Bethlehem, because he entered it on
the day of the Epiphany.-Unam Sanctam, Catholicam

Readings For This Sunday
Reading 1:Kings 19:9a, 11-13a
Reading Il: Romans 9: 1-5

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33
Readings For Next Sunday
Reading 1:lsaiah 56:1, 6-7

Reading II: Romans 11: 13-15, 29-32
Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28

FINANCE

Regular =$3,409 last week This week=$2,838

2" Collection this week= Building & Maintenance
2" Collection next week=Diocesan Seminarians
AMA 2026 Goal=$34,900 Pledges=$23,574 Rec’d=$20,869




Eureka Holy Mass Schedule
Saturday, August 8

3:15 pm Confessions

4:00 pm Int. Jim Hogue & Family
Sunday, Auqust 9

7:30 am Mass for the People
9:00 am+Matthew Mullen
10:30am +Paul Windham

12.15 pm No Intention

Monday, Auqust 10

12:15 pm Int. Lisa Brown Hoesing  St. Bernard Church
Tuesday, August 11

7:30 am Int. Joann Dellabalma
Wednesday, August 12

12:15 pm Int.Mildred Perrone
6.00 pm Adoration/ Confession
7.00 pm No Intention (Sp)
Thursday, Auqust 13
7:30 am +Kaleiya Imlay
11:30 am No Intention
Friday, August 14

12:15 pm Int. Jim Hogue & Family  St. Bernard Church
1:00-2:00 pm Confessions St Bernard Church
Saturday, Auqust 15

3:15 pm Confessions

4:00 pm +Suanna Rowell
Sunday, August 16

7:30 am +Fran Hill

9:00 am +Norma Crisostomo
10:30am +Sofia Constable
12.15 pm Mass for the People

St. Joseph Church
St. Joseph Church

St. Joseph Church
Sacred Heart Church
St. Bernard Church
Sacred Heart Church

St. Joseph Church

St. Bernard Church

Sacred Heart Church

St. Joseph Church
St. Joseph Hospital Chapel

St. Joseph Church
St. Joseph Church

St. Joseph Church
Sacred Heart Church
St. Bernard Church
Sacred Heart Church

Please Pray For: Jean DeSimone,Marie Ruchards,
Jim Hogue and Family, Kimberly Ennis,Terri, Marian
Griffin, Johnny, Lucy Sokolow,Janina Dzieciol, Kathi
Branum, Orion,Sidney Gabby, Zenssi, Olivia, Hunter, &
C., John Johnston, Barbara Hill, Chet Williams, Maria
Mendes Da Costa, Martin Fosnaugh, Sylvia Clark, Catie
Biesecker, Stacy Cudney, Josephine Silva, Jo Ann
Dellabalma, Ann Marie DeSimone, Bill King, Martin
&,Claudia Vess, Chris Miller, Mary Alpers,Nancy Allen,
David Russell, Sonny, Garrett Anderson, Dottie Barrett,
Harvey & Mary Anne Bennett, Mildred Perrone,
Massimo Matteoli, Gary Cormier, and Obdulia Walter
Please Pray For Our Beloved Departed:

Glen Schmidt, Derick Wyatt, Fran Hill, Dennis and Gina
Costa, Joe Hohmen, Sandra Cofer, Lena Petty, Fred
Emerson, John Gierek, Gloria Allen, Rebecca Bertain,
Roseann Cooney, Lorraine Holland, Sandra Lingle,
Sarah Mixon, Suanna Rowell, Erling Dellabalma, Paul
Windham, Rosealee Schuler, Nick Giannini, Juvenal
(John) Regalo, Evo Fannuchi, Dianne Luzzi, Rose Ann
Hurst, Tom Long, Joe Thompson, Colleen Cruz, Rodrigo
Reyna Sanchez, Mary Antonelli, Mary Ellen Hadley,
Camille Regli, and Delores McBroome

St. Bernard’s Phone Prayer Line

For those who are interested in joining the prayer chain
or anyone with a prayer request, please call Alan / llleen
at (707) 442-6844. “Prayer is an act of love;words are
not needed.Even if sickness distracts our thoughts,all
that is needed is the will to love~ St.Teresa of Avila

St. Bernard Rosary Totals You may place your rosary
counts in the collection baskets Report: 13,320!
Rosaries prayed last week =43 Cumulative= 13,320

Oceanview-Sunset Cemetery Plots Available
Thanks to generous donations to St. Bernard Church we
have cemetery plots,valued at $10,545, available at
Sunset Cemetery. There is Crypt #1, Tier 7, Patio D for 2
people. Please consider this purchase which will benefit
the church. We will consider best offer. If interested
please call the St. Bernard Office at 707-442-6466.

This Sunday Sacred Heart Church Festival!

When: Sunday, August 9, 2025 10:00 am to 6:00 pm
What: Join us for tacos, chicharrénes, tamales,

Mexican style corn, mole, menudo, shaved ice, desserts,
and lots of games! If you have any questions, you may
contact the office. Mon-Wed 9:00 am- 4:00 pm at (707)
443-8429 Thank you for supporting this good cause.
Tamales may be pre-ordered with Salvador Tejada (707)
407-7356 La docena cuesta solo $35 for a dozen.
Gracias por apoyar esta buena causa. See you there!

Registration for Religious Education Classes for
St. Joseph, St. Bernard and Sacred Heart have
started. Registration closes on August 23,

2026. Children in the 7th grade (13 years old) can
register for the first year of religious instruction for
Confirmation. Children in 1st grade (7 years old) can
register for the first year of religious instruction for first
communion. You can come to the Sacred Heart parish
office on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 6:00pm to
8:00pm. Registration donations help us with the cost of
textbooks, classroom materials, and facilities

usage. (No child will be turned away because of
financial need.) Base family registration donation
($60/one child; $90/two children; $110/three or more
children). Please complete the registration form per
child and bring the completed form(s), together with the
baptismal certificate or birth certificate if not baptized.

Gorgeous First Holy Communion girls size 8 dress,
veil, hair ribbon with flowers accented in Virgin Mary
blue. Like new. Used once for 2 hours. Cash $30.00
Call/text Erin McBride 518-956-0565 in Eureka.

St. Mary’s Invitation-An Evening With Chris Brunelle
On Friday, August 28" at 7pm St. Mary’s will be offering
an evening of music with Chris Brunelle who is the music
director at Holy Family Catholic Church in Portland
Oregon,a role he has held for 30 years. The concert will
take place at St. Mary’s Catholic Parish at 1690 Janes
Rd in Arcata. There will be a reception in the narthex
following. The concert is free but free-will offerings are
welcome.

St. Joseph Pancake Breakfast-Fortuna PAC
The Knights of Columbus will be having their monthly
breakfast on Sunday, August 19" at the PAC. Breakfast
consists of pancakes, your choice of bacon or sausage,
eggs, juice, and coffee or tea. Adults:$10.00 Children 12
and under :$4.00. Please join us for fellowship and
delicious food..




